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5103 PROFSSIONAL 1ORKRS LOOK AT THZ ROOKES V. BAMNAND CASH

We are very glad that the National Federation of Professional Workers,
ot their conference last weckend, approved the motion which had been placed
before them by DATA, the draughtsmen's union. It said: "the whole field of
collective bargaining will be prejudiced by fears of logal actlons involving
substantial danages and legnl costs against shop and office representatives
and full-tine officialsa" The mover, Jin Mortimer, very rightly stressed
the danaging implications of the Rookes Ve Barnard judgenent,or which we
have frequently written in these pagess 'Alrost any strike runs the danger
of being declared unlawful', he scide In these circunstances it is essential
tn regtore at least the measure of protection which was accorded unions by
the 1906 Act, which formerly underpinned trade unicn freedoms.  The Drought-
smen are carrying on a fierce battle against the ill-effects of the Lords!
decigion on this matter. It is extremely important that 2ll other unions

should come to their aid,

LORY COVI

The Tory Budgcet scarcely warvants an annlysis. One of the most biting
comments was nade by Professor Paish, as the news of the Chancellor's prop-
osnls came through, whon he said that the incresse in taxation was less thon
the normal budget errors. In fact this cffort of koudling is scarcely a
Budget in the traditional British sensa. Wvhy should this be? Why in face
of all the warning by experts both high ond low,that something had to be
done to stop expansion getting out of hand did Maudling lobour to bring
forth less than the nomal Budget errce? We belicve that the explanation
is to be found in the crisis of policy which is blighting the Tory partye
When one's ranks are deeply split, when no cne nan rezlly commands much
suthority, it is imposeible to act decisively. But this merely means that
there will be a day of reckoning when the balance sheet will be presented
to the British ecconcmy - both the Tories and Wilson are right when they say
Britain needs modernising, but the Tory Budget will hardly help that processe

Whether the reckoning comes before or after the clection remains to
be seen. The point for socialists is that the whole situation demonstrates,
more than cver before, the necessity of a socialist solution to Britain's
probleus - ccononic and socinle As things stand now the leng overdue modern-
isation of Britain is impossible without real plnnning and without the
unstinting collabor-tion of the working class - in other words without the
real application of Clause four. Social cwnership with denocratic control
at all levels represents the only wony forward - that is the real lesson of
the Budget,.

THE LACS COUP

As we go to press it appears that efforts are being made to establish
q coalition Governnent in Laos without representation of the Pathet Laos,
Such a move, which appears to have buen the rcal ain of the coup, is fraught
7ith dangers to world peace. The left-wing forces will not take this step
lying down and it appears a rcsumption of the civil war is very likely. The
U.S. Governuent is pledged to stop the spread of Comrmnism in this arca (that
is, bolster up all the reactionary regines) and may intervene. We in this
country shoulds: (l) nake it impossible for the Tories to drag Britain into
gome mad venture under SEATO cuspices; and (2) insist that the Labour Govern-
nent will actively support efforts to bring sabout national liberaption
-nd social change in these countries,
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MORE SUPPORT FOR WALLP/PER SHOP GIRLSG' STRIKE

lore thon 9,000 signatures hove been collected to the petition
deranding trade union recognition at the Decorwall shops in Coventry. The
signatures have been collected mostly by the pickets who have kept up their
picketing throughout the four weeks since the strike starteds The TUC
Midlande Advisory Committce have issued a press statenent deprecating the
attitude of the owners of the shop = Wall Paper Manufacturers Ltd. The
commi ctee called upon 2ll  trade unionists to boycott the shopse

Richard Crossman, M.P. for Coventry East, has informed the girls!
union that he has been in contact with Mr. Godber, Minister of Labour to
arrangce a discussion with hin on the matter. Messages of gsupport should
be sent to Mrs. Audrey Wise, 26, Gregory Avenue, Coventry, who will supply
any information required about the dispute,

GENTRAL AND MUNICIPAL WORKERS WORRIED BY AUTOMATION

The agenda for the annual conference in June of Britain's third
largest union, the 800,000 strong National Union of General and Municipal
Workers, reflects foar of the possible consequences of automation. Sutton
Onk branch refers to the spread of shift working due to autonation nnd
proposes a special committee to investigate "the difficulties that shift
workers will meet in an affluent society."

Glasgow and Northwich branches suggest that a shorter working week
would ease the problems caused by automation., There is alsc a resolution
on the extension of engincering three-shift working, Clydebank refers
to its effect on the workers'! sncial and family life, and says that "the
sccial services and amenities must be brought into line with these changing
conditions", and that the present agreement on three-shift payment nust be
revised.

NATIONAL CHAMBER OF TRADE CONFLRENCE HITS AT T.U. DISCOURTS

The fact that many trade unions operate a discount systen for members
has aroused the wrath of Mr. James Parkes, President of the National Chamber
of Trade., In his presidential address t- the Chanber's annual conference
at Bastbourne, he said delegales would be "astounded"™ if they knew the extent
of such trading. Hec refered to the widespread cut-price facilities for
people wanting cheap T.V. sets, electrical gonds, and cven cars. He clainmed
that some unions used the scheme:s to attrnct new members. Finally on this
subject he affirmed, "The systen is diametiinlly opposed to the true spirit
of trade unionism, and the sooner we tackle the systen with resolution
and vigour, the better," The Chanber speaks for 450,000 retailers and its
nenbership includes 39 national trade asmcelations,
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YOUNG SOCIALISTS GAIN RUPRESENTATION by Pat dordan
As a result.of the efforts of two Young Scocialist branches in Notting-

ham, the Constitution of the Nottingham City Lebour Pruly has been anended
to allow Young Socialist represcntation both on the GMC and the Bxeculive,
Two resolutions on the subject appeared on the agenda: one which called for

~ representative from each of the four branches to the GMC and one to the
Exccutive; and cnother which called for 2 representatives to the GMC and one
to the Executive. The first originsted from South Nottingham Y.S. which
won South Nottingham:CLP's approval for the proposition. The woecend also
calledfor four representatives when originally formulated by the Central
Nottinghan Y.S., but on going to its CLP was amended, However when the
congi tutionalposition was explained by the Regional Organiser to the AGM,
the Central Nottingham CLP delegates withdrew their resolution. Thus the
original demand for 4 delegates was passed unaninously.

Meny City and Borrugh parties have already changed their consti tution
to nllow YaS. representation, but where this hasn't 2lready been dene the
local Y.S. branch would be well-advised to follow the Nottinghnn exanples
City and Borough Labour Parties, tend for a varicty of reasons to have a
much greater  trade union participation than C.L.P.s. Thus the Y.3, will
find participation in these bodies helpful in integrating thewselves into
the movenents

The AGM of the Nottingham City Labour Party was also of interest to
Week readers insofar os one of the co-cditors of the journal, Ken Coates
was elected President for the coming year.

A LETTER FROM THE LABOUR CND COMMITTEE'S SECRET/LRY

Thankyou for the copies of "The Week" and for your frvourable editor-
inl corment on the Labour Party CHD Comnittee.

The extract published by your paper on page 14 of issuc number 13 is
not in fact taken from a policy statement but from a fund raising letter
circulated by Len Youle, who is the comuittee's troasurer,

We are not in this statenent concerncd with the type of governnent
preferred in any particular country, but with the incrcased danger of nuclear
war if nuclear werpons spread to an increasing nurber of countries.

It is difficult to see how a policy preventing proliferation of nuclear
weapons could hinder nations oengaged in a struggle for internal reforne

I am pleased to learn that you are prcparcd to publish material fron
the cormmittee and I will write to you again after our next cormittee neetinge s o
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YIGAN COUNCIL TIOUSE TENANTS PROTEST by Re. Challinor

More than 3,000 angry Council housc tenants besieged Wigen Tovm Hall,
blocking all ronds in the vicinity ~nd delaying the start of this month's
council meeting. The organisers of the demonstration, like everybody else,
wore trken by surprise -- they expected o few hundred at the most, Instead
they found themselves surrounded by @ nolsy crowd, chantiny slogans and
carrying bonners saying such things as "No  Tory policies from o Labour
Council™, "Nationalise the main building industries", "Down wlith the Tories
and rent increases." Most demonstraotors were housewives -- blunt,angry
and forthright.

Inside the Town Hall, a deputation from the tenants was neeting
councillors. "I'; not concerned obout the tenants," said one aldernane
"But they put you in," a nember of the deput~tion replied, Another promin-
ent Council member refused t0 go out and meet the tenants. "It would be
rurder," he said, Wigan is not renown for having the most enterprising,
inaginntive cr left-wing Lebour-controlled council in Britaine With the
number of Conservatives in the town being only slightly greater than the
local carel population, many people comsider Labour councillors have had
it too easy, too long.

4 lot of the tenants used to live in the grim hovels described by
George - Orwell in his Ruad to Wigan Pier, Then, they paid a few shillings
a week rent; now, in council houses on the outskirts of town, they pay
higher rates, higher rents, higher bus fares., This represents a real drop
in their disposal income, and very considerable hardship in some cases.

The Sundey Tirnes (April 12) reports that, with the County Council
elections, 33,119,590 pcople live in Labour-controlled local authoritics.
This is 62.1% of the population of Britain. Obviously the Conservative
Government can only hope to continue its monetary policy, the real cause of
high rates and rents, so long as it has the cooperation of Labour councils,
Only a few rouncils would have to stick out for the whole Tory policy to
cone tumbling downe. Is it pcossible to popularise Foplar -- the George
Lansbury example? In ny opinion, the least that can be expected fron a
Labour Council is that it should allow its housing revenue account t3 into
the "red" till the autwm, when, with the return of a Labour Government,
interest rates for housing should be much lower than at present. To adopt
this policy would be sound from the business as well as socialist angle,

TORY M.P, IN MARGINAL SEAT ENTERTAINS THE PRESS

Last Priday, April 17th, at 7.30 p.ne, a dinner was held at the Black
Boy Hotel, Nottingham, It was a private affeir. Nothing was spared: thick
steaks were served and the wine flowed generously into thirsty throats. The
host was Mr. Peter Tapsell, the distinctly marginal M.P. for West Nottinghem,
He was entertaining the local press, at not inconsiderable cost. We under-
stand that no improper suggestions were nade, and that the whole thing
passed off smoothly, politely, in an atmosphere of cordial gentility.
Naturally, there is nothing unethical zbout nmarginal Tory M.P.s dining with .
the press, Of course no cone would suggest for a moment that journalists can
be influcnced by a thick steak or a bottle of wine. It is even possible
that in sonme constitucncies candidates of cther colours throw posh dinners
for the press in order not to influence them. But we are old-fashioned
enough to think that the whole thing stinks,
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ON TRIAL FOR THEIR LIVES

The Africa Buresu huve produced the text of a statenent by Mary Benson
before the 'Special Cormittee on the policics of Apartheid of the Government
of the Republic of South Africalas a prmiphlet. Ve have extracted scnme of
the more revealing passages but would reccmmend all our roaders to got hold
of this pmmphlet and to help to got 1t distributed, It can be obtained .
fron the Africe Bureru, 65, Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SWle

"An eninent lawyer from Britain, John Arnold Q.C., recently visited
Southifrica on behnlf of the International Commission of Jurists to observe
the trial of Nelson Mandeln and others - the "Rivonia" Trial. Mr. Arnold
£old how these men arc regarded as heroes in South Africa and he asked, .
what is the good of a fair trial, if under the bestial and brﬁtal Act of
Parliament which provides the framework of the trial, there is practical
possibility but conviction? He concludeds "The donger is that these nen
will hang,and hang they must notl.”

Welson Mandela is on trial for his lifc. Yet he - a member of the
royal family of the Tembu people - night casily hnve been one of those
chicfs who are puppcts of the Government, with a steady incone, a shiny
motorcar, and sycophantic followers. Or he might simply heve remained a
lawyer content to function within the framework of apartheid, living comfor-
tably in a middle-class hone, and finding an outlet for huniliation in
sport or jazz or religon,

"Walter Sisulu..knows probably better than any other leader in South
Africa just what it means to be a "native",...While only a boy of 16,
brought up traditionally in the Transkei, he had to leave school to take on
family responsibilities, He had a variety of the lowly jobs which by law
are the only ones most Africans can holds  He was o miner, then a kitchen
boy when in spare moments in his white enployer's kitchen, he tried to
supplenent his meagre education by studying an English grammar, His first
political lesson canc in Johannesburg where, having picked up a smatering
of trade union idens . and working in a bakery at £2 a week, he led a strike,
was quickly outwitted by the boss, and sacked, He was first iuprisoned as
o result of protesting when a white ticket-collector on a train bullied an
African childs the ticket-collector asssulted Sisulu, who fought back, and
was arresteda

"Tywo Europeans and an Indien are also accused in the Rivenia trial,
Lionel Rusty Bernstein is one of South Africa's best known architects, and
inventor ofmathenatical inOﬁguments...He joined the Comrmunist Party after
becoming disillusioncd with Labour Party, which was concerned only with
white workerse...He is typical of the small group of Luropeans who because
of their belicfs have suffered prejudice to their carcers, increasing social
isolation, and - above all - regular restriction and inprisonm .entaa.

Ahried Kathrada...has been persistenly active, imprisoned, restricted, persec-
utcd, but has carried on with a total dedication, cver since as a schoolboy
e went to prison ecee

"pccording to the South African Foundation, the average dividend in
South Africa is 12.6% compared with 6.6% in Western Buropes while American
companies are averaging profits of about 27% on capital invested in South
Africa...And if anyone...doubts whether the beycotts have had any effect,
they should read what it mcant to the prisoners..when they heard that dockers
in Trinidad had refused to handle South African goods..."
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WORKIERS CONTROL SCHOCL LOCKS LIKE BEING BIG SUCCESS

The workers' control school which is being held in Nottingham this
coming weck end looks like being a big success, Attendonce will be very
good both from the point of view of numbers and in the quality of the
people participatinge.

Attendance will be notional; -aamong. the towns represented will be:
Ashstead, Baslow, Batle Beckenham, Birmingham, Burnle Cambridge
? ? ’ 9 T ’ b4 & ’
Chesterfield, Coalville, Glasgow, Hull, Ilfcrd, Ilkeston, Leeds, Leicestcer,
London, Loughborough, Manchester, Northampton, North Weald, Nottingham,
Ollerton, Orpington, Oxford, Penarth, Wigan and Wymondham,
t & 9 ’ ’ ] .
Most of the important unions will be ropresented, among thems the AEU,
Agricultural VWorkers, ASSET, CAWU, the ETU, the fire Brigades Union, the
O ? , b4 ? © ’
Foundry Workers, the General and Municipazl Workers, Motal Mechanics, the
’ I ’ ?
National Union of Journalistsg, National Union of Mincworkers., the National
’
Union of Railwaymen, the National Union of Tenchers, Public kmployees,
the TGWU, the Transport Salaried Staff Association, and USDAW,

The school will be remarkable for the number of editors who will
attonds Anarchy, International Sccinlism, International Socialist  Journal,
Labour's Northern Voice, Labour Worker, New Left Review, Trade Union Affairs,
Tribune, Voice of the Unions, and The Weck will be represented.

A number of noteworthy figurces in the labour movenment and academic
world have signified their intcention of coming: Ernic Roberts, Assistant
General Secrctary of the ALU; Dave Lanmbert of the Foundry Workers Uniong
Bert Wynn of the Minceworkers Unioni Petor Bl derfield, sccretary of the
Midlands Housing Association; Chris Arthur, chairman of NALSO; Michael
Barratt-Brown, author; Thomas Bottonore, sccilogist =nd author; David Stecle,
chairman of the Young Fabiansy Genrge Irvin, International Sceretary of
NALSO; and many others,

It appears that up to 100 people will participates There are a fow
probiems however. 'lany peoplce have only verbally (and soretimes only indir-
cctly) signified that they are coming - it is very urgent that they confirm
they intention of attonding especially if they require accomodation.

Mnnther appeal is for assistance on the accomodation front. Anything up to
70 people will have to be accomodrted, so will anyone in the Nottinghanm area
who can help, even if theoy are not themselves attending the school, please
telephone Rod Kreizman, T.Ne Nottinghan 89765,at their earlicst conv nionce.

NOTTINGHANM ANTI-APARTHEID SHOWS ITS FIACE from Mrs., Whawell

Although not very long formed, the Nottingham Anti-Apartheid group
showed its face with a vengenance at o rally orgasnised by the Nottinghmnm
Co-op Political Committee of Saturday, April 18th. Several hundred people
turned up to hear George Brown and Lord Peddie. They had to go through
a cordon of Anti-Apartheid supporters who asked them to sign a petition for
the releasce of pelitical prisoncrs in Scuth Africa. More than 300 of then
(including Ceorge Brown hinself) signed the petition, and well over 100
bought copies of Anti-Apartheid News., This wasn't bad for o first effort
despite the lack of co-operation (to say the least) in certain circlesa
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The Situ ticn in the Italion Communigt Porty . by Aldo Miglioli .

The most significant opposition to Krnachov's :nd Sualov'o call for o
conference of the intornational communist movemsnt hos come from the Itolin
Communist Party, Whilst m king it clear that he is more Kruschovian than
Kruschov, Togliatti hac mede it cqually clear thot he doos not want a
world conferrnce to cxcommunicote the Chincce, nor does he think it a good
iden for the Russiong to ¢0ll one, and that if they do, in no case will the
PCI vote out the Chincoe(although they would be glad to reiteorate their
hoatility tn the Chinesce theses). It is no secret that massive pressure
hag been put on Togliatti to chrnge his phsition and he has frequently boen
reminded that the defection of the PCI would deal an incomprrably heavier
blow to the conference than other possible defoctions(Rumania and perhaps
Yugoslaviu). Togliatti's independence is, it must be admitted, the logical
result of the PCI'g position in Italy and the intcrnal gituntion within the
party. On the one hand, the PCL is heavily committed to the Itelian road
to sociclism,i.e. penceful means, democracy (even going so far as to renounce
the geizure »f power with less than 51% of the Votes> that it would be in
grout danger of losing its present gains inside Ttoly(which are to o large
extent based on its righticst pﬁlicy). On the other hand, = corollary of
the first point, n vory lorge section of the working clagss base of the
party by no moans agrec with the Toglintti position ns regnards the Italion
rood to socinlism, and is attracted by many of the Chincso positions, or 2t
least unwilling to cut thomselves off from the Chinesc rovolution; Togliatti
hes displayed immense skill in keeping togother hic vast and heterogencous
party, using international polycentrism as o 80P to his own dissidents,
whilpst ~t the oname time refusing any kind of democratisntion within the
party. If he nansges to resist Soviet pressurc, Togliatti will probnbly
be ~blote  hold his party together, <lthough he 1s geriously nenwuc.:d on
the left by the ncew soci list party, the PSIUP(hence his frantic and blatont
interventions to try to  prevent the split in the PSI), but he can do no nore
than conconl or arbitrate the simmering internsl differcnces, accentuated by
the heavy inbslance of representotion in the le~dership, where the right has
until very recently virtually monopoliscd the koy positions (Amendoln,
Pajetta, Alicnta); the only vigorous left-wing figure repregented in the
top party leadership is Pictro Ingrao, whon Togliatti periodically allows
to gpeak in order to calm down his left-wing. Tt is no secret to anyonc in
Italy inside or cutside the PCL th-t the aituction is highly oxplosive
ond io bound to explode on the death . of Toglintti, who ig o sick man, as
none of the other leaders has sufficient power or nuthority to hold the
porty trgether, (excluding the poseibiltty of the PCI beconing on inter-
classist party like the Christion Democrats). In this situation it is only
1ngical for Ingrac to try to bid for left suppert in order to have the
necesanry mass boge to defeat the right-wing party burcoucracy in the
inovitoble power struggle. Thoe present cconomic situntion in Italy, whoere
the so-called contre-left government 1o trying to inpose o pay paw.c until
1967 under the guice of combatting inflation, prosents the trode unions with
an excellent oppertunity for more vigorous mobilisotion of the working closs;
the grent difficulty is to try to excrcise direct pressurc on the ndministration
(which roprosontt o stoble mejority in the country) st o time when the
employers are unworricd by industrinl strikes owing to over-production in many
sectorss howover the Italian working class has never been uninventive
in tho poot  in situstions like this. If the workers'rights connot be defended
by strikes maybe other mothods will have to be found.
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Sene ACTIVI I WEST GIRMAN

frou Mrs, Dalcs

With greot concern snd growing snxiety people in 211 parts of Eurcpe
are watching the elaborate preparations of the provineial associations
(Landsmennscha afton) for their mecoting this yenr. The nembers of these
ssuecintions - well known for their ardcnt support of the THIRD REICH sand
its policy - are busily engnged in canvassing support for the mectinge...
L\Poro imitsun they hope to orgnrise a "mojor political rally" in Fronkfurt
or Nurcuburg. At the beginning of Moy a gnthoring under the slognn
POLIERANIA DAY is. to be held in Cologne, fol1lowed by a National cting of
the Vest Pru331an0 A ronth 1ater in Dortmamd.  For each of these meetings
thes intend to get togothor thousands of pecple from the several LrovVincese
Invitations to spe&k at the ncetings hove gone out to Federal and Provincial
Ministers and other politicians.

Meotings on 2 smaller scole are tnking place every weekend. Recently
~t o Sudeten Cermon Association's meeting, the chairman, no less o person
thﬂﬂ the Bonn Ministor of Transport, Dre. Secbohn, stoted that the cccupation
of the Sudenenland by Hitler's troops shomld be regnrded as on cxerple for
their enulation.  The cost of these mectings present ne problem to the
organiscrs, as the Federnl Governnent as well ag the Provincial Governnents
are gencrously providing Financial hoelp.

The S.8., whose nae is closely linked with the most outrngeous crines
agninst hunanity, is canvassing quite openly to gether support for their
forthconing meetings. That these meetings nre not held by the S.8. to
indulge in harnless talks, is clear to all who o served the developnents
in the bedbrkl Republic, Last year's S.5. uceting, which wags to be held in
Homeln, and Which & memorinl for the S.S. rurdercrs wns to have been erccted
was only withdrawn because of a world-wide proteste

A Governient, which bestowed recently o high decoration for "Scrvices
4o the ¢ untry", on the foroer 5.5. Sturs annfuhrer, Dr. Ing. Butefisch -
o war eriminal sentenced to 6 year's prison at the Nuremburg trial - connot
be cxpected to take action against the activities of the 3.5, Only after
strong protests by the former vietins nf Nazi persccution (V.V.N.) did the
fest Uurnnn Covernnent withdraw the decoraticon from Dre. Butefisch,

My committoe appenls to all decent people to protest to the West Gernan
Chnncellor, Dr. Brhard, Palace Schaumborg, Bonn, and denand irmediate action
to prevent all S.S. moetings in future,

Iid, Notes Mrs. Dol ? gocretary of the Dofence Committee for Victins of
Wazi Ferscceution Lnd Qupmly reterinl on political persecution in Ve
Germany to anyone intorested

TORY M.P. IULOGISES SALAZAR RAGIME

Mrny readers will have scen the letter fron Potrick Wall, M.P. for
Haltemprice, in last Sunday's Obscrver, in which he violently oppozed any
boyeott of South Africa.  This gentlennn is, it scems, a chanpion of unsnv-
oury crusges. The Leonorist of April 11 publl shed a letter from him on the
subject of Angolne ncojrdlng to Mr. Wall, "ingola is one of the fow count-
ries in Africn whore race doern't natter. Great strides arce being made in
agriculpur(e/...hducatinn,...." Portugal hos a policy of Meouplete none
rﬁciwljvm'Hndiclnaking conuine sttenpts to raise thoe standard of living."

Mr. Wall finishes his eplbtle by asking "Surely there is somcething to be
sald for a slow transfor of poweTreeees



Latin-American Noteo

W

A VIFEW ON THE BRAZILIAN COUP from Quintin Hoare

An article by Scrgio de Santis in this week's Mondo Nuovo(the organ of the
new Italian left sccialist party PSIUP) offers an interesting analysis of the
cvents which led up to the right-wing coup in Brazil ageinst Geulart's government
snd to the subscquent savage repression of left-wing forceg. The most original
points the author mokes concern Goulart's ambiguous policy towards the arnmed
forces, the inadequicy of the taetics of the left during the crisis, and the
role of the United Stutes in the matter.

De Srntis stresses the fatal contradiction between the two poles of
Goulart's policy towards the armed forces- on the one hand his attempt to
replace roacticnary senior officers by younger '"Nasserite! officers, ond on
the other his oncourngement of the politicisation and rndicalisation of NCOs
and other ranks; on t 1w one hand an attempt to gain control from the teop, and
on the other hand an attenpt to gain control from below. The cpisode which
served as o pretext for the rebel gencrals to make their bid for power
brutally exposed this contrndiction, 1540 sailors nutinied in protest
agninst the arrest of 40 of their comrades for carrying on left-wing propaganda
activitics. Their cction was assured of success by Goulnrt's backing. The
Admiral of the Flect resigned, and the sailors received an absolute pardon.

But it.is hardly surorising that the 'Nasserite! officcrs were finally
frightened off by these developnents and so backed the rebels rather than
Goulart when it camc to the cruuch.

In contrast to thoe current press version which suggests that Goulart
simply abandoned his left-wing allies to their fate when trouble threatened,

De Santis points out the utter failure of the left-wing forces to respond
with nny determinntion to tho coup. 1nstead of coming out on to the streets
the workers wore sent home on strike- sn ineffectual and pointless gesture in
the circumstances.

Finnlly De Santis suggests briefly the role played by the United States
in encouraging a reactionary coup on the pict of the armed forces. The State
Department afteorwards hastencd to assure the world that the US had nothing at
all to do with the events which hoppened in Brazile But it was only a fow weeks
gince Johnson hnd promised US ald to any Latin-American country 'whose frecdonm
was threatened by forces from outside the continent! (this of course mesns Cuba,
the inevitable justification for any right-wing coup), and only a few days since
the enunciation of the so—called Mann doctrine, according to which the US will
no longer break off relaticns with any regime born from a military coup d'etat.
And the coup was followed with suspicious speed by a message of congratulation
fron Preosident Johnson, promising considerable aid in the near future. To put
it simply, Washington could not conceal its delight.
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CASTRO —ON RSVOLUTIONARY. L iGALITY

There has recently bren an importnt trial in Cuba whieh councerned
a Tormer maember of the PSP (Cuban C.P.) who wag accused of betraying
poople to the Patista police. Such wore the implications of this
trial, that most of the important members of the Cuban Government gave
evidonce. Castro spoke for no less than four hours, His spcech was
notoworthy for his remarks on socialist legality. ‘e will comment on
this trial when we have more infowmation on its outcome, but for the
time being we will gquote his concluding romackss Castro said the revo-
lution must avoid the "law of Saturn™ (a Roman god who swallowod his
own children)., Ie said this would be one of the revolution's most
difficult problems and would take a great deal of discipline,

"o must concentrate on creating this tradition, ™ he said, "that
no one shall sbuse power, that no one shall be abused by power, and that
rovolutionarics will always bo sccure...that always, always, Jjustice be
exercised, and that never, never will it have to be said that onc single
rovolutionary was unjustly injured, that one single innocont peison was
shot, that one single child of the revolution was devoured."

MOUNTING U,S. CASUALTIES TN VIETNAM

The New York Times of April 13 reports that the rate of casualties
among the 15,000 U.,S3, servicemen in Jouth Victnam is running at more
than double the lovel it rcached in 1963, "Official figures show that,
on avarage, three U.S. military men have been killed, wounded or listod
miscing every day since the beginning of the ware..The bulk of the
casualtics, however, occur among the U,S. airmen who fly most of the
aircraft of the Vietnamese airforce, and among pilots and crews of U.S,
helicopters that carry Vietnam troops into battle or scrve as alrborne
osun and rocket platforms." U.S, military il.Q.s are apparently bccoming
increasingly alarmed at the success of the liberation forces in destro-
yving these helicopters which they had vainly thought could win them the
war despite the lack of popular support, About one-third of South -
Vistnam!s territory is now within the liberated arcas and the '"Vietcong!
shadow goveornment operates postal services, newspapers, education
schemes and a radio, ITIts attacks on the Governmont held areas arc
becoming increasingly darings; recently it captured the important
provincial town of Kicnhong, 130 miles south west of Saigon,

Sethbacks in Vietnam pose a difficult problem to the U.3. authoritics
in the United States itself: witness the following report from the New
York Herald Tribune on the so-called mobilisation plan of Gneral Khanh:
"Khanh's bold=-sounding proposal for !'national mobilsation'! so far has
produced no results except confusion among Governmont officials and
panic among Saigon's nonmobilised youth..!" The paper adds the idea
originated in Washington so as to gain the support of the U.3. people
for the more cxpoenditurce in South Vietnam,
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O1IL PRODUCING COUNTRIES WRANGLE from Julian Atkinson

The 0il and Gas Journal recently carried an article on the differences
anong OPEC (Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries)s. It ran:

Mihether internal diferrences with OPEC are scriocus enocugh to indic-
ate a major rift rermains to be seen, but they certainly getting a lot of
attention., The latest round of OPEC talks with operating oil coupanies
broke down in Geneva last month when the OPEC  team said that the
companies' offer on expending royalties wasn't good enough. Almost immed-
iately speculators began to speculate., It goes something like this:

Iran wants to scttle for the companies! offers Irag wants to adopt
a hard line and is trying to persuade OPEC members to take some unilateral
action. Other OPEC members are somewhere between,

"A11 the talk about a scerious schism prompted Dr. Barczarz, an Iraqui
and OPEC's new secretary gencral, to issue an official denial, Dr. Barczarz
insisted that, “there may be slight differences of opinion on details, but
there is no question of real ddiggreenent."” That statement was made just
before Rndio Bagdad quoted the Iraqui oil minister, A.A. Watari, as blanming
western governments for the refusal of operating oilcompanies to raise oil
prices, About thc same time, Indonesia's No, 2 man, Chaerul Saleh, said in
Djarkata that the companies are deliberately creating disunity in OPEC to
benefit Iranesee?

HOW MANY CAPITALISTS ARE THERE IN BRITAIN? by Jrnes Wilcox

The concentration of wealth in Britain is 2 well-lkmown fact:e I% of the
population, according the Oxford Institute of Statistics, owns 43% of the
nationn's wealth, while 2% owms 60% of its wealth, and 5% owrs 75%. Share
nwnership is, of course, even more concentrated - only 4% of the population
own any shares at all. A recent estimate by Professor G.S. Wheatcroft in
The Statist (April 10th), adds some details to thispicturc. The estimate
gives the numbers of people in Britain who owm more than £25,000 and the
total value of their wealths

NUMBER OF PEOPLE RANGE OF WEALTH TOTAL VALUE
190,000 £25-50,000 £4,500,000,000
75,000 £50~100,000 £2,500,000,000
26,000 £100-~200,000 £3, 300,000,000
9,000 over £200,000 £3,200,000,000
£428,000 PROFIT ON £1,070 OUTLAY by Brian Simister

A recent article in the Times surveyed investigntions made in the U.S.
into the very high profit levels of the armaments indusiry. A& congressional
report revealed that over a 10-year period, the profits cf one company aver-
aged 74.38% before tares, and that the objcctions by a government auditor
to exorbitant profits of another company were ignored by two Air Force
Boards, The rcport of a Senate Government Operations Committee on the prof-
its in the missile procurement programme contains many facts and figures,

It refers to the cstablished practice of fixing fecs on the basis of total
costs even though as much as 75% may be subcontracteds It found that one
sub~contractor for the Aja-Nike missile programme made a profit of more than
£428,000 when his total certified costs were about £1,070,
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